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FOREWORD.

It is a pleasure to have to introduce a book of intrinsic
merit to the public. Original contributions to the Sanskrit
literature have become so few and far between that it is
gratifying to find a Kavya of a high poetic order seeing the
light of day in this age of general decadence. The muse
of Sanskrit poetry has so long been mute that, if for no
other reason but for this, Sanskrit men of letters deserve
every encouragement in attempts like these at our hands,
if resusciation of Sanskrit poetry is wished for.

It is an interesting question, much worth an academic
debate, to enquire if an ultra prosaic subject like that of Surya
Charit can form the theme of a good Kavya. Surya Charit
does not take its stand in episode of love or war which
monopolise the romances and epics. It does not narrate
the story of a feud between rival factions nor does it depict
in glowing colours the sway of love on human mind. Its is
an essentially prosaic, humdrum, matter. At least it appears
so to one’s mind. Common facts of physical science and
astronomy have been taken up and poetically dealt with.
The poem is a charming monograph on the cause, nature
and beauty of the six seasons that adorn the Indian Sky.
The author starts with the dictum that the sun is the life
principle of the universe and the varying changes in the
atmospheric phenomena of the world are due to its all con-
trolling influence and power. Scientific books have been
written on the subject, so also have poems. But whereas
the former are devoid of the charm of poetry, the latter fail
to observe the common decencies of scientific truth. In the
present work, these two have been tried to be blended
together. But it must never be forgotten that this is not
a scientific treatise from the pen of a man of science and
looked at from that standpoint it may fall to the ground. It
has to be judged and weighed in the golden scale of poetry.
The vividness of description, the easy flow of language, the
charm of treatment, the skill of narration,—all reveal the
hand of an artist. The function of poetry is to afford subs-
tantial joy by striking every chord of human heart. It may
or may not add to the knowledge of the reader. But when
it does both, it is the better on that account. The author
is to be congratulated on his successful attempt and it is
hoped that this poem will command the reception it
deserves. ' o

Benares City GANESH DATT SHASTRI,

dpril 2. 1927.  M.AyLL.B.
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